
   
  

LISTENING LIBRARY TO PUBLISH NEW AUDIOBOOK 
EDITIONS OF PHILIP PULLMAN’S HIS DARK MATERIALS, 

PERFORMED BY ACTRESS RUTH WILSON  
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July 18, 2024 – Philip Pullman's world of His Dark Materials will be heard like never before as the 
star of the HBO Max series and Tony Award Winner, Ruth Wilson (Luther, Mrs Wilson, The Affair), 
narrates new audiobook editions of the novels.

Published by Listening Library, these editions of His Dark Materials (The Golden Compass, The Subtle 
Knife and The Amber Spyglass) allows existing fans and new listeners to escape into a masterful new 
performance of the iconic, globally bestselling fantasy novels. The new edition of The Amber Spyglass 
will also feature a conversation between Philip Pullman and Ruth Wilson, recorded in 2021. The 
original recordings of the novels, narrated by Philip Pullman and featuring a full cast, will continue 
to be available alongside the new editions. 
  
The novels follow the coming of age of two children, Lyra Belacqua and Will Parry, as they adventure 
through a series of parallel universes, encountering armored bears and witches, aeronauts, spectres 
and each other.

When discussing the new audio project, Ruth Wilson said: "I fell in love with Philip’s world of His 
Dark Materials when I first read the books: they're so complex in their themes and playing Mrs. 
Coulter on screen allowed me to explore themes deeper than just her villainy: narcissism, freedom, 



motherhood, imagination. Having the opportunity to narrate this series of audiobooks and delve 
further into Philip’s profoundly intricate world was an honor and a pleasure.” 
  
Ruth’s narration of the series comes following her success as Mrs. Coulter on the screen adaptation 
of the franchise. On her performance of these audiobooks, Philip Pullman said, “I was delighted 
when I learned that Ruth Wilson was going to narrate the new audio edition of His Dark Materials. 
I enjoyed her TV performance so much, and I learned from that - and from talking to her separately 
- how much thought she puts into every characterization. Her voice is naturally rich and attractive, 
and she can vary it with the tiniest possible intonation here or emphasis there and make the story 
live as vividly in the ear of the listener as I hoped it would have in the eye of the reader. I count 
myself very lucky that she was involved in both TV and audio." 
 
New listeners and long-time fans can start listening to the series when The Golden Compass publishes 
on September 5, 2024, with the next two books coming in early 2025. 
 
To discuss coverage or request an audiobook review copy, please contact:  
Alexandra Hernandez | alhernandez@penguinrandomhouse.com, she/her 
 
 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS by Philip Pullman, read by Ruth Wilson  
Listening Library | Audio Download ISBN: 9780593950487 

Books on Tape | Library Audio Download ISBN: 9780593950494
ON SALE SEPTEMBER 5, 2024

THE SUBTLE KNIFE by Philip Pullman, read by Ruth Wilson 
Listening Library | Audio Download ISBN: 9780593950500

Books on Tape | Library Audio Download ISBN: 9780593950517
ON SALE EARLY 2025

THE AMBER SPYGLASS by Philip Pullman, read by Ruth Wilson 
Listening Library | Audio Download ISBN: 9780593950524 

Books on Tape | Library Audio Download ISBN: 9780593950531
ON SALE EARLY 2025

 
 
About Sir Philip Pullman:  
Sir Philip Pullman was born in Norwich, UK, in 1946 and educated in England, Zimbabwe, Australia 
and Wales. His first children's book, Count Karlstein, was published in 1982 (later republished in 
2002). To date, he has published 33 books, read by children and adults alike. His most famous work is 
the His Dark Materials trilogy: The Golden Compass (1995), The Subtle Knife (1997) and The Amber 
Spyglass (2000). Pullman was knighted for services to literature in the New Year’s Honours 2019. Sir 
Philip Pullman lives in Oxford.  
 
About Listening Library: 
Since publishing its first audiobook in 1955, Jules Verne's Around the World in 80 Days, Listening 
Library has grown into one of the biggest names in the youth audio industry, earning more than 500 
ALSC and YALSA Audiobook Awards, 27 Odyssey Awards and Honors, 22 Audie® Awards, and two 
GRAMMY® Awards. Listening Library publishes bestselling authors like R.J. Palacio, Christopher 
Paolini, Nic Stone, Sabaa Tahir, and Jacqueline Woodson; beloved classics such as Charlotte’s Web by 
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E.B. White, Matilda by Roald Dahl, and A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle; enduringly 
popular series like Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne; and dozens of Newbery and Printz 
award-winning authors including Christopher Paul Curtis, Kate DiCamillo, Tae Keller, Malinda Lo, 
and Daniel Nayeri.


